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by Brooks Twnty 

Some road names in Sodus and Huron 
Lummisville Road (Hu

ron) Dr. William N. Lummis came 
to Sodus Point from Philadelphia 
around 1801. Prior to select
ing that destination he had ex
plored the Genesee region and, 
in the words of historian Profes
sor Mcintosh, "his ability, educa
tion, and enterprise made him 
a leader in the settlement, and 
foremost in every work of public 
improvement." 

Another historian of that era 
wrote of Lummis, "To indefatigable industry 
and perseverance he added extraordinary 
business talents, and to a vigorous intel
lect he added a thorough education, culti
vated literary tastes and pursuits, which, in 
hours of relaxation from the sterner duties 
of life, made him an agreeable and instruc
tive companion." 

Lummis was living two miles west of So
dus Point, at Salmon Creek when the War of 
1812 began. There, in that neighborhood, 
he was responsible for building a saw-mill, 
iron forge and several dwelling houses, a 
community that was known as Maxwell. 
During the war, his house at Sodus Point 
was burned by the British. The doctor had 
a son, Benjamin, born at Sodus Point in 
1804. His daughter, Elizabeth Ellis Lummis, 
was born sometime after 1812 and when 
she was two her parents moved to Huron 
where they lived in today's community of 
Lummisville. 

PulverRoad Homer Pulver had a farm 
in Sodus Point during the War of 1812. Sev
eral Pulvers are mentioned in Green's his
tory "Great Sodus Bay." Jess Pulver (whose 
real name was Justus) was a cooper in the 
Village of Sodus. His shop was on Main 
Street, across from the Episcopal Church. 

Maxwell Road This name was origi
nally given to the neighborhood around 
Preston's Mill on Salm
on Creek, just west of 
Sodus Point. According 
to Walter Henry Green 
in "Great Sodus Bay," 
it was the family name 
of the wife of Dr. Wil
liam Lummis, bestowed 
by him to honor her, 
or possibly her father. 
Green goes on to tell 
us that his father-in-
law, Captain John Max
well, a veteran of the 
Revolution, construct
ed the mill at Salmon 
Creek (now gone), that 
eventually came to be 
known as Preston's Mill. 
This mill was built in 
1812 and the following 
year Maxwell sold it to 
his son-in-law, Dr. Lum
mis who is sometimes 
erroneously identified 
as the builder. 

Joy Road Joy Road, 
and the community of 
Joy, were named for 
Benjamin Joy of London 
who once owned a tract 
of land (Township 13) 
that was independent 
of the Pulteney Estate 
managed (sold) by Cap
tain Charles Williamson 
operating out of Ge
neva. The tract at Joy 
was managed by David 
Hudson from a different 
land-office. A mill was 
built on Salmon Creek 
as early as 1812, prob
ably by Gaius Granger. 

Redman Road Isaac Redman came to Sodus 
around 1834. He settled in the east part of the town, 
south of the ridge and began farming on 80 acres 
where he worked for the remainder of his life. He and 
his wife, Rebecca, had five children, the first of whom 
was (who else?) Abraham. Abraham had been born in 
1822,12 years before Isaac arrived in Sodus. This first 
born son became a carpenter and settled in Sodus, on 
the Ridge Road, near the town's western boundary, 
where he married and engaged in farming. 

Christian Holler Road According to Green in 
Great Sodus Bay, the original name for this road was 
Christian Hollow and dates from pioneer days, around 
1825. Not long afterward, a religious sect predicted 
the end of times were at hand, and under a leader, 
James Sergeant, they gathered, suitably garbed, to 
wait their ascension into a better place. 

One skeptical member of the group refused to par
ticipate, and instead, visited a friend on nearby Gene
va Road. Returning home after H-hour on D-Day, he 
found the disappointed group still waiting, at which 
time, according to Green, "he guyed them unmerci
fully for being so credulous..." 

Later, when the skeptic described the event, he 
is reported to have said, "When I made fun of them, 
how those Christians did holler." And, says Green, " 
the name Christian Holler stuck until this day." 

Cheetham Road William Cheetham owned the 
mill on Salmon Creek in Joy near today's Cheetham 
Road. Cheetham appears to have been the third own
er, after the probable builder, Gaius Granger, and the 
second owner, Enoch Granger. 

According to histori
an Walter Green, Salm
on Creek (in Sodus) rises 
in Marion Township and 
runs in a general north
easterly direction to So
dus Center before head
ing north toward Maxwell 
and the lake. Its 18 miles 
supported numerous 
mills. According to Green 
"where it was crossed by 
a road between Sodus 

Center and the lake there were dams, mills and 
factories." 

Van Slyck Road. Charles D. Van Slyck, 
born December 6,1859, was the son of James 
Van Slyck, who was born in the eastern part of 
the state but moved to Sodus in 1820. James 
was a farmer who lived a quiet modest life until 
his death in 1875. He and wife Olivia had four 
children; Charles D. and Nellie, May and Carrie 
Olivia. 

Charles D. inherited the family farm which he 
still worked when Cowles published his "Land
marks..." \n 1895. 

Sentell Street Colonel E. W. Sentell built 
the original lighthouse at the north end of On
tario Street in 1820. It was rebuilt in 1875. In 
1830 all the mills, farms and other structures at 
Maxwell were sold to Sentell. 

Until 1855 he was the sole owner and the 
community which became known as Sentell 
Mills. A schoolhouse on the north side of Lake 
Road served as a social center. In 1855, Sentell 
sold everything to William Swales who built the 
cobblestone dwelling that still stands on the 
east side of Salmon Creek. In 1858 Sentell was 
elected to the State Assembly. 

In the process of collecting information for 
this piece I was led to believe that there are no 
NYS historic markers in the Town of Sodus. Curi
ous, if accurate. 
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